
GRANTOWN-ON-SPEY and VICINITY
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Meeting Minutes
Thursday 21 May 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

Grant Arms Hotel

Present: Ewan MacGregor (Chairman), John Halliday (Vice Chairman), 
Beatrice Oliphant, Sandra Willox, John Bruce (Highland Councillor), and four 
members of the public.

1. Welcome & Apologies  

Apologies: Allan Jamieson, Jenny Stephens, Steve Edwards, and Mike Barras.

The Chair welcomed attendees and introduced Tom Bratticombe of 
Vattenfall, who gave a presentation on the Ourack Wind Farm.

2. Declarations of Members’ Interests

No declarations were made.

3. Minutes of the meeting, held on 19 March 2026
         Proposed by Sandra Willox and seconded by Beatrice Oliphant.

Tom Bratticombe gave an informative overview of the proposed Ourack 
Wind Farm. He explained ten of the main pre-commencement conditions in 
detail and answered questions from those present. He agreed to attend 
future meetings, provide ongoing updates, and take part in any public 
consultation considered necessary. Considerable attention is being given to 
managing the movement of lorries, machinery, and equipment through 
Grantown-on-Spey, with efforts to minimize disruption. Paul Nicholas has 
been appointed project manager and has several years of experience in 
wind farm development and construction.

4. Matters Arising (not on the agenda)

Regarding court case expenses, John and Ewan left the room while the 
matter was discussed. It was unanimously agreed that each should receive 
£1,000 to help cover the time, expense, and effort involved in winning the 
case against Highland Council.
It was agreed that the group would be known as the Grantown Path 
Volunteers. It was noted that the group is carrying out work that Highland 
Council should be addressing but is not. The group will continue to meet on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m., with the next meeting at Grantown 
Cemetery on 27 May to tidy the cemetery entrance.
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It was agreed that the remaining bollards in the Square should be repainted 
green and white by the Community Council volunteers group. Ewan agreed 
to source the original shade of green paint.
John reported that the hanging baskets had been delivered for planting and 
are expected to be returned and displayed in the Square in June. The 
Community Council will cover the cost.
5. Treasurer’s Report
A brief report was given in Mike’s absence.

6. Planning
      There were no planning matters to report.

7.   Highland Council Update  
Ewan has arranged to meet Steve Grant from the roads department in Grantown on 
Wednesday 27 May at 2:00 p.m. to discuss the poor condition of the roads and 
pavements.
There are several outstanding issues with Highland Council dating back to January. It was
agreed that Cllr John Bruce would provide Ewan with the contact details of the relevant 
council officers so these issues can be addressed directly, and actioned without further 
delay.
A request was also made for a disabled parking bay outside the Co-op in the Square.

9. Correspondence
Correspondence was received regarding the Nairn/Forres junction on the 
Dava. Cllr John Bruce was asked to investigate improved road markings and 
the installation of a stop sign at the junction to help prevent further 
accidents.

10. AOCB
Dulnain Bridge to Grantown-on-Spey cycle path update, it appears there is 
no further funding to enable the project to be completed.
Jeanie Munro asked if it was possible to get the layby cleaned up by 
Highland Council situated near the Jesus Save Stone, along with the removal 
of the burnt-out caravan on the Dava Moor.

Next CC meeting

AGM: Thursday 18 June 2026 at 6:30 p.m.

Community Council meeting: Thursday 18 June 2026 at 7:00 p.m., 
following the AGM.
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Meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.


