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On highway to hell

with foot still stuck
on the accel

O far this year

the weather

has been weird.

Surely nobody

now doubts the
existence of human-caused
global heating?

So, what will future life be
like here in the strath?

Rising temperatures
may begin more like the
Midlands than Marrakesh,
but even this will put paid
to Scottish skiing - as has
already happened in some
French ski resorts.

Extra heat energy in the
atmosphere will cause
more wind, more summer
evaporation (droughts,
storms and wildfires) and
longer and heavier winter
rains, it could even disrupt
global air and sea currents
bringing unexpected
periods of cold.

Food production will be
particularly difficult.

If we and our global
leaders do virtually nothing,
as they have been doing up
to now, these trends will be
rapidly exacerbated, and
we certainly won't be living
comfortably by, say, 2050.
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Despite pledges to
‘keep 1.5 alive’ at
COP 26 in Glasgow
last year, the world is
expected to produce
more greenhouse
gasses in 2022 than
ever before

As | write, we are half way
though COP 27 (the UN
Climate Change Conference
of the Parties) in Sharm El-
Sheikh, Egypt.

The first two days
involved attendance from
heads of state (including,
after a rapid change of
heart, the UK’s Rishi
Sunak).

Long words have been
spoken - mitigation,
reparation, amelioration -
and far too many air-miles
have been flown.

Now it's up to the
thousands of negotiators to
develop acceptably-worded
agreements. Only, we've
been almost here before.

Despite pledges to ‘keep
1.5 alive’ at COP 26 in
Glasgow last year, the world
is expected to produce more
greenhouse gasses in 2022
than ever before.

And remember this is
1.5°C above 1960 levels. We
are already at 1.1°C above
that, so time for action is
fast running out.

Last year, after COP 26,
the Scottish Government
made some admirable and
bold pledges, such as to give
£2 million to the Climate
Justice Fund, rising to £36
million over the course of
the next parliament, and
to achieve Net Zero in
greenhouse gas release by
2045 (while the UK aims for
2050).

However so far this latter
appears to have made little
difference on the ground
and to our still profligate
everyday living habits.

We need information and
encouragement, plans and

leadership to change.

As Antonio Guterres, the
Secretary General of the UN
warned at the beginning
of COP 27: The world is ‘on
the highway to climate hell
with our foot still on the
accelerator.

Times are already hard
but there's plenty you can
do.

For example Historic
Environment Scotland
have excellent advice for
insulating older houses -
How to Improve Energy
Efficiency | The Engine Shed
| Part of HES .

Eating and shopping
thoughtfully, re-using,
recycling and mending,
and cutting travel and all
forms of energy use helps,
as does talking to friends

COP 27:
Prime
Minister
Rishi Sunak
had a late
change of
heart and
attended
the
gathering
at Sharm el
Sheikh in
Egypt.

and relatives about the
dangers to us and our
grandchildren.

Above all we need
leadership from all levels of
government.

Let them know - if you
don’t fancy gluing yourself
to some hardware, write to
your MP, your seven MSPs
and your local Highland
councillors,

Together we must work
out fair and effective
plans for us all on Earth,
humans included, to live
sustainably.

Now.

® Fiona Aungier is a
member of Grantown-
based Sustainable
Strathspey. Find more
about the group on
Facebook.




