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Ponder this and a
ponder be: these
are lovely features

RE you thinking
of what you can
do for nature?
Creating a
arden pond
is a sure-fire way to entice
avariety of fascinating
wildlife into your garden.

In May, the thick-bodied
four-spotted chaser
dragonfly comes darting
around the pond edge
while later in the season
the magnificent golden-
ringed dragonfly makes its
appearance.

The pond might also
be visited by the neat red
damselfly or the fabulous
black darter, and if you
are very lucky the (not
SO common) common
darter might also make an
appearance.

No doubt you can tell
that I am enamoured of my
pond but I guarantee you
too will be charmed by the
wildlife you attract to your
pond, be it frogs, toads,
newts, water boatmen, great
diving beetles or an array of
dragonflies.

There’s the chance of a
squirrel coming for a drink
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There has in fact
been a big loss in the
number of ponds in
the UK over the last
100 years and many
of those left arein a
poor slate

or evening bats hunting low
over the water. We have the

odd mallard and golden eye
duck drop in too.

There has in fact been a
big loss in the number of
ponds in the UK over the
last 100 years and many
of those left are in a poor
state, according to the Fresh
Water Habitats Trust, so
why not help boost pond
numbers and instal your
own?

Choosing the right
location is essential. If it is
under trees, it may be too
shady for water lilies and
will probably get choked
with leaves.

If it is out in the bright
sunlight all day, it could
suffer from the water
warming up too much and
this might encourage algae.

We have two ponds which
are connected to each other
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HOW IT'S DONE: Like my own here, a pond is a joy for so many reasons - so, SO many.

and are on the west side
of the house. One is quite
shaded by the house and
the other is more open but
is deeper.

The ponds are Butyl-
lined and are fed with
rainwater from the roof of
the house - we connected
our drainpipes to a pipe
under the lawn which
flows into the first pond.
It's worth thinking about
an overflow system too for
those occasional downpour
days.

There are lovely native
pond plants: stately greater
spearwort, stunning water
lilies, bog bean, marsh

marigold, purple loosestrife.

The key plants are the

oxygenators, like hornwort.

You may know someone
with a pond who can help
and advise and possibly
start you off with some
plants.

By using native plants,
you will undoubtedly attract
our local wildlife. Try www.
wildflowershop.co.uk to
see the range of plants
and a Youtube video from
the Sussex Wildlife Trust
for further key points and
inspiration.

Monty Don has helpful
information on creating a
garden pond but I would
suggest making the deepest
part more than 50cm.

A well-planned and
planted pond will maintain

itself but sometimes,
especially at the start, algae
can build up. There are
plenty, but there’s lots of
remedies, eg barley straw or
barley straw extract - and
time! Solar panel pond
pump oxygenators help too.

During the dark winter,
remember the summer
days of water lilies and
darting dragonflies and
you can look forward to the
first orange tip butterflies
emerging. Well, that’s if
you remembered to plant
cuckoo flower around the
edge!
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