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Time to give old

comp

kit the green boot

HERE is
yours?

You
know, that
drawer
full of tangled cables that
you once used, that you've
never used, that you
might use, that you have
absolutely no idea what to
do with.

My drawer is in the puest
TOHOTTL

From time (o time, |
open it, determined to do
something abowt it, then |
close it again. | don't want
to put all that electrical
wasie, in pristine condition,
io landfll, but | don't have
the first clue how else 1o
dispose of it

And, on top of the
dreaded cable drawer, there
15 that laptop that | wrote
my dissertation on - ahem

several vears ago and the
various old mobile phones
which | come across in odd
places when I'm looking for
other things.

fechnology is an
essental, often wonderful,
part of our [ves,

How many of us relied
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The rapid pace

of technological
development means
that we are all pushed |
o buy the latest
update, upgrade ouwr
phones, and change
our laptops

utterly on our laptops,
tablets and phones to keep
us going through Coved?

But it comes at a huge
cost, not all of which is
immediately apparent.

The rapid pace of
technological development
means that we are all
pushed to buy the latest
update, upgrade our
phones, and change our
lapiops.

Besides the financial
mmpact of all this constant
improvement, comes the
environmential damage
when we try to disposo of
our now obsolete items

And, of course, much less
vigible in our daily lives, is
the prowing environmental
cost of producing new
technology in the first place.,

The vast majority of the
COeTEY consumption and

| emissions associated with
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TIME FOR A CLEAR-OUT: Rebecca McKellar, of Red Sock in Grantown, who is co-ordinating the
reuse inftiative along with ReBOOT In Strathspey.

an electronic device occur
during its production.

Lithium extraction
for batteries has a buge
environmental toll,
on water supphies and
biodiversity,

Circular Computing, a
firm which remanufacturers
lapiops, claims that ‘more
than 160 million {rising
to 250 million due to
COVID ) mew laptops are
manufactured every yvear,
making the IT industry
responsible for as much
greenthouse gas pollution as
the entire airline industry.

"This equates (o the IT
indusiry contributing two
per cent of ghobal carbon
dioxide (C02 ) emission.

In the face of these global

irends and problems, itis
ecasy to feel helpless; but
there is a solution right on
our doorstep.

In Forres, a volunieer
group called ReBOOT has
been recycling IT waste for
years. The volunteers accept
all forms of IT waste, from
chargers and cables o PCs
and lapiops.

They completely wipe any
data from the devices, then
re-purpose the materiaks
ready to sell back to the
Community at extremealy
reasonable prices.

Anything that cannot
be reused is recycled
according to the current
enwironmental standards.

The really pood news
is that ReBOOT is going

Lo come o Grantown for
a two-day special spring
clean yvour [T event in
collaboration with Fiona's
Wholefoods, the YMCA
and the Grantown Business
Association.

Next Friday (May 20] and
Saiurday (May 21) yvou'll
be able to come o Fiona's
Wholefoods at the YMCA
with all vour unwanted I'T
waste.

It will be processed,
the data wiped, and then
refurbished by ReBOOT
ready for a new home.
For more details pop in
o Fiona's Wholefoods
or check out Sustainable
Strathspey’s Facebook page.
B Peter Grant is a member
of Sustainable Sirathspey.



