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Yo a little and you
change lit

le —1t's

time we did a lot!

CT to Save The

Planet? Why

Bother?

A foend
f mine,

prepanng for & school talk,
tiptoed into the room of
his supposedly sieeping
daughters to borrow a globe
io use as a visual aid.

As he was quietly leaving
the room, one of the girls
lifted her head and asked:
*What are vou doing with
my world?"

What a question!

There was a tme when
children were all reputed
to ask: "What did you do
in the war, Daddy®? and
there may well come a tme
when widespread sutfenng
from the effects of cimate
change is so severe that our
children and grandchildren
will be asking a similar
quistion about our action
or ingction in the present
situation.

S0 saving the planet’
for the sake of future
EENETAHons i5 one Teason i
do it. but by no means the
only one.

I do get rritated by
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On April 28, 2019 the
Scottish Government
declared the
existence of a climate
emergency. We have
every reason o ask
them what they ve
done since then

adveris which encourage
us io ‘Do a lintke - change a
lot!" because | simply don™t
belicve them - it is typical
advertsing exaggeration.

But what is true is that
when enough of us take
action, things do begin to
change,

In every social change
there is a tipping point
when resistance suddenly
starts to crumble, and a
new direction of travel is
established.

Think of the acceptance
of seatbelts in cars; or
the gradual increase in
opposition to smoking in
public places, until society
changed.

Une person changing
their mind appeared to
make no difference at all
vel when ithe tipping point
wis reached, suddendy
what was acceptable was

OLD MANSE, KINCRAIG, NOVEMBER: Damaging storms ke Arwen are set to become frequent
across the strath as the climate undergoes its ever more pronounced changes.

differont.

Manv of us also get
involved in green actions,
whatever our politics,
because of our belicfs,
whether they be religious ot
humanist

We bother because it
matters (o us to act in
accordance with who
we are, whether we see
ourselves as children of God
or the most highly evolved
form of life known to us - or
both.

O April 28, 2018, (he
Scottish Government
declared the existence
of a climale emergency,
foslowwed within a monith by
bath the LLE. Gowernmeni

and the Highland
Council, so we have every
reasan to ask our elected
representatives what they
have done since then,

I a penuine smergency
we don't pussyfoot arcund,
tinkering at the edges -
we do all in pur power o
address the problem.

A fire crow arriving at a
burning bullding doesn’t
wail to consider what water
damage they may cause by
turning their hoses on the
building - the incidental
side-effects can be dealt
with later. So why such
timidity about the rising
world temperature?

Of course taking strong

action will have a down side
- but we will have to leam
1o Hve with that.

The future of the world,
if we carry on living as we
do now, is bleak beyvond
imagining, so whatever our
own motives, and there can
he many, we are all neaded
in addressing the climate
L'I:HU].'HC‘i'I.U':-‘.

As [ read somewhere,
recently: "There is no
puanntee of success — but
failure s unthinkable!

u Rev Jim MacEwan is a
member of Grantown-
based Sustainable

Straths pey, Find out more
about the group at thelr
home page on Facebook.



