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Wise words spell
out the way we can
help save the planet

N 1962 the Amencan
marine hiologist,
author, and
conservationist Rachel
Carson wrote in her
most famous book “Silent
Spring': "We stand now
where two roads diverge.
"But unlike the roads
in Robert Frost's familiar
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and meetings, recently
the International Panel

poem, they are not equally on Climate Change's 6th
fair. Assessment and COP 26 in
“The road we have Glasgow,

They all say we must
act immediately to have a
chance to ‘save’ the earth
for humankind and for
other species. But how? It
needs every one of us to
make sure all this rhetoric
becomes practical action.

‘There are forests-worth
of books and terrabytes of
ehooks to help us. Here's
my personal selection,

Al are full of proven [acts,
they're well written and
they inspire response.

I give the RRP
(recommended retail price)
but most are available
cheaper, or the greenest
option is to bormow and
lend.

#® How Bad are Bananas®?

long been travelling is
deceptively easy, a smooth
superhighway on which we
progress with greai speed,
but at the end lies disaster.
“The other fork of the
road — the one “less travelled
by’ - offers our last, our
only chance to reach a
destination that assures the
preservation of our carth®
Rachel Carson was only
considering the impact
ol pesticides — nol the
multifarious indignities
by which we continua
o damage the planet,
bringing about our present
climate and biodiversity
catastrophes.
There have been many
international reports

They all say we must
act immediately to
have a chance to
‘save’ the earth for
humankind and for
ather species. But
how?
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READER’S PICK: Highlighting the emergency that earth is facing and possible solutions.

The Carbon Footprint of
Everything. Mike Berners-
Lee, new edition 2020,
£9.99. To help you choose
what to buy (if you must},
how to eat and heat your
home, how to travel.

And bananas? - they are
relatively ‘good’ so enjoy!

B The Future we Choose.
Christiana Figueres
and Tom Riveti-Carnac,
2020, £12.99, How we
could bring about a truly
sustainable future for you,
vour grandchildren and
everything else on the
planet - if only we could get
the politicians 1o agree. An
uplifting read.

B Silent Earth - Averting
the Insect Apocalvpse, Dave
Goulson. 2021, £ 20.00. A
beautifully written exposé

of the terrible damage we
are doing o other creatures,
particularly insects, why
this menaces us and what
we miust do o save them,
The ‘View from the future
chapter is particularly
chilling yet only too
plausible.

B English Pastoral:
An [nheritance. James
Rebanks. £9.99, In
considering his lifelong
efforts to make a living from
his upland holding, James
Rebanks demonsirates how
current farming methods
have damaged the land
and explains how he has
restored equilibrium on his
farm, and to himself

B Manifesto. Dale Vince.
2021. £14.99. How one
entrepreneur has helped

to revolutionise Britain’s
power generation and much
mare while embracing
green activism. A maverick
maybe, but we could do
with many more fike him.
Head some of these books
and consider their message
carefully. Lend copies
to friends and relatives,
and discuss them. Most
important let our leaders,
your MP and M5Fs, know
what you think. Write to
Nicola and Boris too.
Please do all you can (o
make sure we [ollow that
other road less travelled by.
B Dr Fiona Aungier is a
member of Granlown-
bascd Sustainable
Strathspey. Find out more
ahout the group on their
Facebook page.



