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There 1S no reason
for dandelions to be

gardeners’ enemy

LOVE the retelling of
ald stories,
You kniow the ones:

where the evil queen

ol a fairyinle gets o
sympatheiic interpretanon
or where n side character
in a play gets 1o be conire
siage

Well, today, ket me gve
the humbile and hated
dandelion a retelling.

We are told to eradicate
thiem from our garden
these ugly and persistent
brutes which burst through
Our paving siones, our
pristine |awis, and our
flower beds, and then
scaiter their blasied seeds
everywhere

Wioe betide any gardon or
verge that has ihem

They are the ultimate sign
af neglect, the symbol of an
unkempi garden or a poorky
mnintained park.

Yer it was recently
reported in the press that in
Singapore. gardoners love
these plants and want (o get
hold of seeds so they can
grow them im their garden

hometimes if takes the
eyes of a siranger o see
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Gardeners in
Singapore love these
planis and want lo
get hold of seeds so
they can grow them
in their garden.
Sometimes i lakes
the eves of a stranger
lo see what is right in
fi"ﬂ'i‘” I"_J} OUF NOSES.

whal is righi in fromt of our
NOSCS.

Sa, what do the peoplo
of Singapore see in the
dandelion?

Ferhaps 1= thie glossy,
dark green leaves.

Mavbe it is the many
petalied. sun-shaped
yllow flowers that brighten
the dreariest ground

Ihen there are the
delicate seed heads which
every child delights in
urning into a clock,
sending little white stors
dancing through the air.

But, beyond their
beauty, thore are other
considerations lor leaving
dandelions be.

They are a vory casy way
o provide [lowers that are
fricndly to bees, insects and
bulierflies - though i mos
be noted that there are G
bettor sources of potlen for

TIME TO CLOCE ON: Dandelions do mot deserve their reputation as a garden weed.

bees. More imporandly, not
using weed killer to destroy
dandellons = much kindor
i all sorE of visitors to the
garden, including childron
and pets, and better for the
COVITONITICTI

I we can learn to leave
dandelions alone, perhaps
wie can also embrace daisies
and clover, and any other
wild Dowers thal manage (o
seli-seed in our gandens

Picture, instead ol a
MONOCIONEe SqUare of grecn
grass, a ot of whnte, yellow
and purple blooms, with
green and variegaied leaves.

They need no mowing or
particular care; thero's no
need o buy secds or stock
the grecnhouso 1o make
sure they come back nexi
Ve

Ihe mowel, fork and
weed- killer can be retined

Far those ol us who are
nol green fingered they are
the easiest way to bring
flowers into our garden.

With a lawn of fowers,
the garden will fill with
VISIIEE INSOCTS and
butterilies, and birds wall
oo 1o L) foast on the
bugs supporied by these
plants

Humans can evon benelit
from dandelions; their
feowers and loaves have
Been used [or centurss
by herbadisis and you can
even add the petals to
shorthread.

If all that doesn't
convinoe voul to let the
dandelion back into your
garden, conskder this

Anyone who tells a story
has a reasan for telling it

I"'ve stated mine wp fromt
in this piece

Bt wihy not take a
moment o think about who
has been telling us the story
of the evil dandelion all
these years!

What maght be in it for
themT And i= it something
wi wani (o let them have?

Ler's tell a new story with
our garden: one of respect
for nature, support for
endangered creatures, and
a lowe of fower-[filled lawns
B Kary Turton is a member
of Grantown -based
Sustalnable Strathapey.
The eco-group Kims 1o
inlthate local change io
hielp wmekle the nommre and
climate cmergencies.



