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Tlme has amved
to cut the fuss and
embrace the bus

N a dark, wet,

winter's night

live years agn

| narrowly

missed being
imvolved in a serious traffic
acoident whilst doving back
home from Inverness.

That very same week |
gave up Commuting by car.

| embraced the bus
and wondered why | had
tolerated those long hours
behind the wheel for so
Many s,

Like mamy, | hod been pat
off by inertia and concern
abatt the hassle factor

Thee s would arrive late
(or I'd mi=s it); the driver
would drive past without
noticing me; I'd look at the
wrong day on the imetable
or misread the rouie map
and end up waiting by the
roadside for a bus that wemni
by yesterday.

Unece the decision
was made the concerns
evaporated, and the
benefits appeared

The bus commute urned
oat to be very dependabile.

Uy in, iy oil, coime
blizzards or log I'd arrive at

Sustainable
Strathspey

By Jeremy Money

That week | gave up
commurting by car.

I embraced the bus
and wondered why

I had tolerated those
long hours behind
the wheel for so many

Years.

the school gates within five
minuies of the scheduled
tme.

Apps such a= Traveline
Scotland and the bus
COMPAny's own app, along
with its onling journey
:‘I‘l:‘ll‘lrll"l, e amn nd meoAT
perplexed stanng ol
timetable small print with
abbreviations such as Sch,
Nsch, E NF and OFPS and
mare and mone buses can
be live racked on a phone

All the local buses acoept
contaciiess pavment and
oiher smart payment
ophbons =0 cash can be lefi
at home

The advantages were
great.

No more tense drives into
WoTk

Mo mare close calls with
black ice, dodgy trucks
and edgy over takers: ‘my’
vehicle is definiiely bigper,
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Swap the car for the bus and you might be pleasantly surprised by the experience.

oven if not faster, than
theirs

Never mind just reading.
thanks to the wonders of
G and tethering phone o
laptop cmatls and TCports
can be written and printed
out ready for my arrival in
work.

| have smashed my
annual mileage down o a
fracuon of what it used o
be.

That A9 salt that
superglues iiself o brake
disks and callipers?

It no longer showly dipests
the car.

On top of all that, yes
my carbon footpnnt 1s
miultiple sizes smaller, and
1he Journey evien works ol
cheaper than driving,

MNo, bus travel {8 not fog

everyone and there are
disadvantages.

“The bus [leet is on
the decrepit side and
Highland's country services
are frequently the last
resting place for hard
worked retirees from the
central belt, their odometors
showing millions, rather
than thousands, of miles.

There 15 no denying that it
does take longer o get from
A o B, even if yvou're lucky
cnough o be able to put
that tme to good use, and
timetables, and bus sizes,
are often dictated by the
bread-and -butter school
nin.

As a rosult, they are not
abways as woll matched 1o
cher purposes os we would
like,

You too can
probabliy think of many
improvemenits that could be
nade

What a differenee it
woukd make tf it were ecasler
o fake a bike on board.

Whiat il the bus met tho
radn more slickly, or if we
cotld wckde the vandalism
of shelters?

Failing the armval of
a pubiic ransport fairy
godmother, hovwever, the
one thing that is clear is
that nothing will change
for the better unless we get
out there, use the services
we have and lobdvw hard to
make thom better
W jeremy Money isa
member ol Grantown
brased Susiainable
Strathspoey.



